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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
As our communities navigate today’s uncharted waters, we’ve created 
this resource to support you and your student(s) for continued 
learning at home. On the back of this letter you will find a 3-week 
daily calendar of routines to keep your student(s) engaged and 
interacting with their student books – Texts for Close Reading. 
Once the 3-week unit is complete, student(s) should repeat the same 
routines for the next unit’s Texts for Close Reading book.

Wishing you safety and good health.      

Benchmark Education 

Estimado Padre/Tutor:
Mientras nuestras comunidades navegan hoy en aguas desconocidas, 
hemos creado este recurso para apoyarlo a usted y a sus estudiantes 
para continuar aprendiendo en el hogar. En el otro lado de esta 
página encontrará un calendario con 3 semanas de rutinas diarias 
para mantener a su estudiante(s) involucrado e interactuando con sus 
libros de Textos para lectura atenta. Una vez las 3 semanas han sido 
completadas, los estudiantes pueden repetir las mismas rutinas para la 
próxima unidad de los Textos para lectura atenta.

Deseándoles buena salud y seguridad,

Benchmark Education 

Grades 2–5
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
Why the Sky Is 
Far Away

1.  Reread the title of the text and paragraph 1. How do 
these pieces of information introduce the problem of 
the story?

2.  What is the lesson, or moral, of this story?

 
Short Read 2:  
King Midas

3.  Look at the illustrations of King Midas on pages 
10–11. How do these images portray King Midas as 
greedy?

4.  Reread “Why the Sky Is Far Away.” How are the people 
similar to and different from King Midas?

 
Extended Read 1:  
A Foxy Garden

5.  What can you conclude about Bear based on the three 
events?

6.  How is the ending of “A Foxy Garden” similar to the 
ending of “King Midas”?

7.  Reread paragraphs 27 and 28. How do the sounds and 
movement of the creek help Bear understand that he 
needs to share?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
On One Wheel

8.  Based on the events at the end of the story, who might 
become Casey’s first friend at her new school?

9.  Reread paragraph 27. The word “pummeled” means 
“getting hit over and over again.” How does this word 
help you understand why Casey was so upset at her 
new school?

10.  What lesson does Casey learn about herself?

Unit 6: Tales to Live By

Grade 2 • Unit 6 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The Oregon Trail

1.  Look at the date of each diary entry. What can you 
infer about traveling by wagon from these dates?

2.  In the June diary entry, what problems did the rain 
cause for the family’s trip?

 
Short Read 2:  
Helen Keller: 
Words through 
Touch

3.  What words does Helen Keller use to describe the 
feeling of touching tadpoles?

4.  Reread paragraph 3. What does the word “ambitious” 
mean? What context clues help reveal the meaning of 
the word?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Primary Sources

5.  Why is Helen Keller’s writing considered a primary 
source?

6.  What are the oldest forms of primary sources? What is 
one example of a newer primary source? 

7.  Look at the sidebar on page 21. How does it help you 
understand what primary sources are?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
A Dinosaur 
Named SUE

8.  Reread the section headings. How did finding the 
dinosaur bones change the diggers’ plans?

9.  Why does the author say that finding almost a whole 
dinosaur skeleton is an “important discovery”?

10.  Look at each photograph. What information do these 
photographs give about the dinosaur fossil?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
Tornado!

1.  In paragraph 1, the author writes, “Although a tornado 
may not last very long, its damage can take years to 
repair.” What evidence from the text, including photos, 
supports this statement?

2.  Look at the map and read the caption on page 7. What 
does the word “alley” mean?

 
Short Read 2:  
Water’s Awesome 
Wonder

3.  What reasons does the author give to support the 
opinion that erosion can create something beautiful?

4.  The author uses words such as “flowed across the 
desert floor” and “sculpture.” Why do you think the 
author chose these words?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Earth’s Changes

5.  In paragraph 10, the author uses the words “people’s 
things.” In paragraph 14, the author uses the word 
“possessions.” These words have the same meaning. 
What text evidence supports this statement?

6.  Reread paragraph 4. Do ocean waves crashing onto 
rocks cause erosion quickly or slowly?

7.  Review the photographs on pages 24–25. Explain how 
erosion occurred in both places.

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Surf Haven 
Debates Its Future

8.  In paragraph 1, the author writes that Surf Haven 
“took a pounding.” Why does the author choose the 
word “pounding”?

9.  What is the author’s purpose in writing this news 
article?

10.  Reread “Earth’s Changes.” What information from 
“Earth’s Changes” helps you understand how the 
hurricane could have damaged the town?

Grade 2 • Unit 8 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Unit 8: Wind and Water Change Earth



Ch
ec

k 
of

f e
ac

h 
ac

tiv
ity

 a
s 

yo
u 

co
m

pl
et

e 
it.

 

Na
me

: _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Un
it 

8:
 W

in
d 

an
d 

W
at

er
 C

ha
ng

e 
Ea

rth

D
a
ily

 T
a
k
e
-H

o
m

e
 A

ct
iv

it
y 

C
a

le
n

d
a

r
M
o
nd

a
y

Tu
es
d
a
y

W
ed

ne
sd

a
y

Th
ur
sd

a
y

Fr
id
a
y

Week 1

Vo
lca

no
! 

p.
 4

To
rn

ad
o!

 
pp

. 6
–9

To
rn

ad
o!

 
pp

. 6
–9

W
at

er
’s 

Aw
es

om
e 

W
on

de
r p

p.
 10

–1
1

W
at

er
’s 

Aw
es

om
e 

W
on

de
r p

p.
 10

–1
3

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 th

e 
te

xt.

• A
sk

: W
ha

t i
s h

ap
pe

ni
ng

 in
 th

e 
ph

ot
o?

 
W

he
re

 in
 th

e 
te

xt
 is

 a
n 

er
up

tio
n 

de
sc

rib
ed

?

• T
ak

e 
tu

rn
s r

ea
di

ng
 th

e 
ar

tic
le

 a
lo

ud
, 

sw
ap

pi
ng

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
s.

• L
oo

k 
at

 th
e 

m
ap

 a
nd

 d
ia

gr
am

 o
n 

pa
ge

 7.
 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 th
es

e 
gr

ap
hi

cs
 h

el
p 

hi
m

 o
r h

er
 u

nd
er

sta
nd

 
to

rn
ad

oe
s.

• R
ev

ie
w 

th
e 

ar
tic

le
 to

ge
th

er
.

• H
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 e

xp
la

in
 th

e 
ev

en
ts 

de
sc

rib
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

la
st 

pa
ge

. 

• H
ow

 a
re

 th
ey

 re
la

te
d?

 H
ow

 d
o 

th
e 

pi
ctu

re
s a

dd
 to

 th
e 

ar
tic

le
?

• H
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 re

ad
 th

e 
fir

st 
fo

ur
 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
 a

lo
ud

.

• H
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 sh

ow
 y

ou
 w

he
re

 th
e 

au
th

or
 d

ire
ctl

y 
sta

te
s a

n 
op

in
io

n 
in

 
pa

ra
gr

ap
h 

2.

• R
ev

ie
w 

th
e 

fir
st 

tw
o 

pa
ge

s, 
an

d 
th

en
 

ha
ve

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 fi

ni
sh

 th
e 

te
xt,

 re
ad

in
g 

al
ou

d.

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 to

ne
 o

f t
he

 a
rti

cle
. I

s i
t s

tif
f 

an
d 

fo
rm

al
 o

r i
s i

t c
on

ve
rs

at
io

na
l a

nd
 

in
fo

rm
al

?

Week 2

Ho
w

 a
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

Ch
an

ge
s p

. 1
6

Ea
rt

h’
s C

ha
ng

es
 

pp
. 1

8–
20

Ea
rt

h’
s C

ha
ng

es
 

pp
. 2

1–
23

Ea
rt

h’
s C

ha
ng

es
 

pp
. 1

8–
23

M
y 

Be
ac

h 
p.

 2
6

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
te

xt 
wi

th
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 te

ll 
yo

u 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

to
pi

c o
f t

he
 a

rti
cle

 a
nd

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 th
e 

ph
ot

os
 su

pp
or

t i
t.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 th

e 
fir

st 
tw

o 
se

cti
on

s a
lo

ud
.

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 a

ut
ho

r’s
 to

ne
. I

s t
he

 
la

ng
ua

ge
 fo

rm
al

 o
r i

nf
or

m
al

 a
nd

 ch
at

ty
?

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
ne

xt 
tw

o 
se

cti
on

s o
f t

he
 te

xt 
al

ou
d,

 a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
.

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 te
ll 

yo
u 

th
e 

m
ai

n 
po

in
t 

th
e 

au
th

or
 m

ak
es

 in
 e

ac
h 

se
cti

on
.

• R
ev

ie
w 

th
e 

ar
tic

le
, a

nd
 h

av
e 

yo
ur

 ch
ild

 
re

ad
 th

e 
co

nc
lu

sio
n 

al
ou

d.

• L
oo

k 
ba

ck
 a

t “
To

rn
ad

o!
” o

n 
pa

ge
s 6

–9
. A

sk
 

yo
ur

 ch
ild

 w
ha

t s
im

ila
r p

oi
nt

s w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

ab
ou

t e
xtr

em
e 

we
at

he
r i

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
te

xts
.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 th

e 
sto

ry
 a

lo
ud

.

• U
se

 p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

th
in

gs
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

in
 

th
e 

sto
ry

 to
 fo

rm
 p

os
se

ss
ive

s. 
(fa

th
er

’s 
be

ac
h,

 sw
im

m
er

s’ 
go

gg
le

s, 
be

ac
h’

s 
er

os
io

n)

Week 3

Fi
sh

in
g 

in
 th

e 
De

se
rt

 
p.

 2
9

Su
rf

 H
av

en
 D

eb
at

es
 It

s 
Fu

tu
re

 p
p.

 3
0–

31
Su

rf
 H

av
en

 D
eb

at
es

 It
s 

Fu
tu

re
 p

p.
 3

2–
34

Su
rf

 H
av

en
 D

eb
at

es
 It

s 
Fu

tu
re

 p
p.

 3
0–

34
Su

rf
 H

av
en

 T
im

es
 

O
pi

ni
on

 P
ag

es
 p

p.
 3

5–
37

• H
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 re

ad
 th

e 
sto

ry
. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 th
e 

sto
ry

 
re

la
te

s t
o 

“H
ow

 a
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

Ch
an

ge
s”

 o
n 

pa
ge

 16
.

• H
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 re

ad
 th

e 
fir

st 
tw

o 
pa

ge
s 

al
ou

d.

• P
oi

nt
 o

ut
 th

at
 th

is 
is 

a 
ne

ws
 a

rti
cle

. A
sk

 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 to

 id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

op
in

io
ns

 b
ei

ng
 

ex
pr

es
se

d.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
re

st 
of

 th
e 

ar
tic

le
, a

lte
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

.

• A
sk

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 b

et
te

r i
de

a—
a 

na
tu

re
 

pr
es

er
ve

 o
r t

he
 b

oa
rd

wa
lk.

• R
ev

ie
w 

th
e 

ar
tic

le
 to

ge
th

er
, m

ak
in

g 
a 

lis
t o

f 
al

l t
he

 co
m

po
un

d 
wo

rd
s. 

• T
he

n 
ta

ke
 tu

rn
s d

ivi
di

ng
 th

e 
wo

rd
s i

nt
o 

pa
rts

.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
th

re
e 

op
in

io
n 

pi
ec

es
 w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

. I
de

nt
ify

 th
e 

po
in

ts 
ea

ch
 a

ut
ho

r 
m

ak
es

, a
nd

 h
av

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
 fi

nd
 re

as
on

s 
th

ey
 g

ive
 in

 su
pp

or
t.



Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
Fresh from the 
Market

1.  Reread paragraph 4. What types of markets are 
compared?

2.  Look at the photographs on page 9. What can you 
infer about farmers’ markets from these photos?

 
Short Read 2:  
Goat and Bear in 
Business

3.  At the end of the story, Goat and Bear have only one 
nickel. How is this possible?

4.  Reread “Fresh from the Market.” How is Goat and 
Bear’s business similar to the farmers’ markets in 
“Fresh from the Market”?

 
Extended Read 1:  
From Pine Tree to 
Pizza Box

5.  Review the photos on page 19. Which of the three 
photos describes what pizza boxes are made from?

6.  In paragraph 7, the author says that cardboard is 
strong material. What evidence on page 20 supports 
this statement?

7.  Why would material from recycling bins need to be 
sorted at recycling centers?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
The Paper 
Dinosaurs

8.  The paper dinosaurs come to life. Why is this event 
important to the story?

9.  Think about the students watching the video about 
the dinosaurs. Then think about the paper dinosaurs 
watching the same video. Why would their point of 
view be different?

10.  Reread paragraph 14. What does the dinosaur mean 
when it says, “The moon is disappearing”?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The Art of 
Origami

1.  What does the word “origami” mean? How is origami 
an example of turning something old into something 
new?

2.  How do the photographs and the captions help you 
understand the directions?

 
Short Read 2: 
Sand Sculpture

3.  How are sand sculptors similar to and different from 
people who build sand sculptures for fun?

4.  The author states that the sand sculpting process is 
about science, construction, and art. Why do sand 
sculptors need to know about construction?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Changing Matter

5.  Look at the illustration of the carrot on page 20. How 
does the illustration show how matter can change size?

6.  Review the photographs on pages 22 and 24. What 
state of matter does each photograph show?

7.  Reread paragraphs 8–11. How can frozen ice be 
changed into gas?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
How Mount 
Rushmore Was 
Made

8.  Reread paragraph 7. What problem did Borglum have?

9.  Why did Borglum choose Mount Rushmore for the 
sculpture?

10.  In paragraph 12, the author states, “The workers 
were not artists—many were ranchers, miners, or 
lumbermen.” What can you infer about the type of 
work Borglum’s sculpture required?

Unit 10: States of Matter
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m
es

 
sh

ap
ed

 a
nd

 re
sh

ap
ed

. 

Week 3

O
ld

 F
ai

th
fu

l 
p.

 2
8

Ho
w

 M
ou

nt
 R

us
hm

or
e 

W
as

 M
ad

e 
pp

. 3
0–

32
Ho

w
 M

ou
nt

 R
us

hm
or

e 
W

as
 M

ad
e 

p.
 31

Ho
w

 M
ou

nt
 R

us
hm

or
e 

W
as

 M
ad

e 
pp

. 3
3–

37
Be

au
tif

ul
 Ic

e 
Ci

tie
s

p.
 3

8

• P
re

vie
w 

th
e 

te
xt 

wi
th

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
. 

• L
oo

k 
at

 th
e 

tit
le

 a
nd

 th
e 

pi
ctu

re
. 

• A
sk

: W
ha

t i
s t

hi
s a

rti
cle

 g
oi

ng
 to

 b
e 

ab
ou

t?

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 p

ag
es

 3
0–

32
 

al
ou

d.

• A
sk

 w
ha

t t
op

ics
 a

re
 in

tro
du

ce
d 

in
 th

e 
te

xt.

• L
oo

k 
at

 th
e 

pi
ctu

re
 a

nd
 re

ad
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 3
. 

• W
or

k 
wi

th
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 th

in
k 

of
 a

 si
x-

sto
ry

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
yo

u 
bo

th
 k

no
w.

 T
ha

t’s
 h

ow
 

bi
g 

it 
is!

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
re

st 
of

 th
e 

te
xt 

al
ou

d.
 

• M
ak

e 
a 

lis
t o

f t
he

 st
ep

s t
he

 w
or

ke
rs

 h
ad

 to
 

fo
llo

w 
th

at
 a

re
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 in
 “C

ar
vin

g 
th

e 
M

ou
nt

ai
n.

” 

• P
oi

nt
 o

ut
 th

e 
wo

rd
s c

ol
or

le
ss

 a
nd

 
co

lo
rf

ul
 in

 th
e 

te
xt.

 

• W
rit

e 
th

em
 d

ow
n,

 se
pa

ra
tin

g 
th

e 
en

di
ng

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
ro

ot
s. 

• S
ea

rc
h 

th
e 

te
xt 

fo
r s

im
ila

r w
or

ds
.


